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without reference to the League of Nations or immediate
evacuation, were rejected as unacceptable by the Interdepart-
mental Committee, on June i6th. Lord Gurzon believed that
the middle course of maintaining Great Britain's position
through the goodwill of the people could be maintained. He
had sympathy and admiration for the Acting Civil Com-
missioner personally, but his latest telegram, together with
previous indications of his attitude, proclaimed him as unable
to bring himself to carry out the policy which H.M. Govern-
ment, through the Interdepartmental Committee, had con-
sistently advocated. Lord Curzon's views found support in the
Committee, and following a Cabinet decision on the subject,
June 17th, the text of an announcement to replace that sent on
June 7th, and a request for Sir Percy Cox to come to England
at once were telegraphed to Baghdad.*
The text of the announcement made in Baghdad on June
soth, is as follows:
His Majesty's Government, having been entrusted with the
Mandate for Mesopotamia, anticipate that the Mandate will
constitute Mesopotamia an Independent State under guar-
antee of the League of Nations and subject to the Mandate of
Great Britain, that it will lay on them the responsibility for
the maintenance of internal peace and external security, and
will require them to formulate an organic law to be framed
in consultation with the people of Mesopotamia and with due
regard to the rights, wishes and interests of all the com-
munities of the country. The Mandate will contain provis-
ions to facilitate the development of Mesopotamia as a self-
governing state until such time as it can stand by itself, when
the Mandate will come to an end.
The inception of this task H.M. Government have de-
cided to entrust to Sir P. Cox, who will accordingly return
to Baghdad in the autumn, and will resume his position, on
the termination of the existing Military Administration, as
Chief British Representative in Mesopotamia.
1 Telegram, S/S for India to Civil Commissioner, June i8th, 1920.
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